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Pastoral Perspective

GREG ALBRECHT

CWRm

something that God imposes,
but it is the consequences he
allows for and consents to—
consequences humans bring
upon themselves, through their
own choices and behaviors. 

Yes, you are absolutely correct—
many people are terrified of a
God of wrath, the God they
believe is just waiting for the
opportunity to “take them out”
and “teach them a lesson.” That
god is not the one, true God.
That is the same “god” humans
believed in long before Jesus—a
pagan god who is angry, vengeful
and delights in seeing people “get
what’s coming to them.” 

God has been and is horribly

misunderstood. When Christ-less
religion continues to proclaim
that misunderstanding, it
causes enormous grief. 

The one true God is all about
inviting us to embrace his
grace. God loves us because of
who he is, rather than taking
delight in punishing us for
who we are or how we fall
short and disappoint him!

This is truly a message that
the world at large needs, and
we here at CWR/PTM are doing
all we can, using the resources
we have, and the support that
you and so many others
provide, to get that message
out there. q

QIf God is love, why would
he allow a place like hell?
For those people who
reject God and go their

own way, why can't they just die
the first death and never come
back? Why is there a need for a
second punishable death? I think a
lot of people are scared of God
because he will punish ungodly
people. Can you please explain?

AYour first question is the
telling question of
course—allow me to
restate it in the

imperative.  Since God is love, he
does not allow for the place that
humans often imagine and fear
called “hell.” The hell of eternal,
conscious torment is as far from
the love of God as east is from
west. The hell that has God
participating in eternal torture
by sending people there for
never-ending torment is totally
antithetical to all that we know
of God. 

Both cannot be right and true: 
1) that God is love, and 2) that God
will condemn anyone to eternal
torture who rejects him.

“Hell,” of course, is a word that
is used in the Bible—but it always
has a specific meaning within a
context, and it never implies that
God uses it as a torture chamber. 

Concerning your second
thought/question—the people
who reject God—why isn’t the
“first death” enough? Perhaps it
is. The Bible speaks of a
judgment, but again, like hell
itself, judgment is not necessarily
reduced to a future event that
takes place after a person dies.

Judgment is not necessarily
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(www.ptm.org).
Greg and his wife,

Karen, live in Southern
California, as do their
married daughter,
married son and their
families. The Albrechts
enjoy five grandchildren,
who remind them what
it means to be a precious
and loved child of God.

Bad News Religion: The Virus That Attacks God’s Grace. A
guide to the deadly virus of religious legalism—the idea that you
can do something that will make God more pleased with you. 

Revelation Revolution: The Overlooked
Message of the Apocalypse is a revolution in the

way that many have been trained and taught to
study and understand biblical prophecy. 

Between Religious Rocks and Life’s Hard Places
provides sound, Christ-centered teaching minus mangled
prooftexts in these thoughtful responses.

Unplugging From Religion…Connecting With
God gives readers courage, confidence and faith to

break free from the tyranny of religion and accept the
freedom of God’s amazing grace.

Spiritual Soup for the Hungry Soul–Vol. I & II
are each collections of 48 carefully selected spiritual meals
filled with God’s grace Greg has previously given at
Christianity Without the Religion.

Rejecting Religion—Embracing Grace
affirms the ultimate victory of God’s grace—even

as the relentless waves of his grace will eventually erode
and cover the shifting sands of religion like the

waters cover the sea.

A Taste of Grace—Christianity Without the Religion is
an easy-to-read, page-turning exploration of God’s amazing
grace, demonstrated and illustrated by the teachings of
Jesus.
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NOW AVAILABLE!
Spiritual Soup for the 
Hungry Soul—Volume 3

“If God is love, why would
he allow a place like hell?”

This is Greg Albrecht’s third
collection of 48 sermons,
previously delivered through
the teaching ministry of
Christianity Without the
Religion. 
Spiritual Soup III is a superb
devotional resource enabling
the reader to consider timely
messages, four weeks of each
month of the year.
Order copies at www.ptm.org
or call 1-800-309-4466. 

   


